
whispered to me, 'lJoeS KaJ KlIUW wuaL 

he's getting into - how much work he has 
al1ead ofhim?' I said, oh, he totally gets it, 
and he is more than ready:' 

Clinton added, "He brings determination 
and an unwavering belief that anything is 
possible. Yet he also brings the humility 
and quiet confidence instilled by his fami­
ly. He also carries '.'lith him the enduring 
images of his first trip to India as a boy 
with his parents, both immigrants from 
that country, where he saw that nation's 
rich history and diversity, but also saw 
human suffering on a scale that inspired 
him to action then and continues to inspire 
him now." 

Clinton also spoke of the wealth of expe­
rience and credential Shah brings to the 
table degrees in medicine and business, 

... ." 

a decade-long tenure at the Gates 
Foundation, and then as a senior official at 
the US Department of Agriculture where 
he was an under seeretary and also chief 
scientist. 

She recounted how she had "received a 
lO-page, single-spaced list of people who 
were willing to go to bat for Raj in the 
Senate with respect to confirmation ­
names of giants in the field of not only 
development, but diplomacy, public serv­
ice, the private sector, the foundation 
world, here at home and internationally 
as well:' 

Shal1 in his remarks reciprocated the 
kudos showered on him bv Clinton. "We're 

'lilI!!Ili!!:',£",,'1!!l3J__1E 

fortunate to have a secretary of state with 
such passion, knowledge and commitment 
born from decades of personal dedieation 
to this cause. I speak for all of us here in 
saying we are inspired and honored by your 
powerful example:' he said. 

Much of his remarks were reminiscent of 
his Congressional testimony before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee dur­
ing his confirmation hearing where both 
the Committee and then the full 
Committee approved his nomination umm­
imously, virtually falling over themselves to 
heap praise on his achievements. 

As he had done during his Senate testi­
mony, Shah recalled his trip to India, say­

ing, "When I was in medical school, I vol­
unteered in a poor tribal community;' in a 
remote village in South India. "There in a 
one-room schoolhouse where children who 
didn't speak our language, who didn't enjoy 
our freedom from hunger and disease, but 
they could look up on the wall of their 
classroom and find inspiration in the por­
traits of their heroes - Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru and our founder John 
F Kennedy:' 

"President CBaraclc) Obama has called on 
us to 'reach for the world that ought to be'. 
We can seize this moment. If we have the 
courage to embrace new ways ofdoing busi­
ness, we can lead this change," he said. 

AZIZ HANIFFA an Amer-canRep bI-I cans Ahluwalia said, "Government does not cre-
IN WASHINGTON, DC IndI - - I U ~~~~:s'1:~~~~~~esb~~i:~~s"i~:£:r~ t~u~: 
On the heels of the Indian American 
Leadership Initiative - a Democratic 
organization which identifies and sup­ ~Orm 
ports Indian American candidates for 
political office - Indian American Republicans have also 
established a political action committee, the Republican 
Indian Committee. 

Dilip Paliath, national spokesman and one ofthe founding 
members ofRIC, which has filed its incorporation papers in 
the state of VIrginia, told India Ab1"Oad, "Our rationale for 
forming the RIC is to coordinate the fundraising efforts of 
Indian-American Republicans, so that we speak with a uni­
fied voice:' 

Paliath, the highest-ranking Indian American in the 
Maryland administration (chief counsel to the then gover­
nor Robert L Ehrlich, .II', from 2003 to 2006), said, "Our 
purpose is to elect Republicans who believe in limited gov­
ernment and who recognize that businesses createjobs. We 
will also support candidates who understand that when the 

- - b d 
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world's oldest democracy - the United States of America ­
and the world's largest democracy India cooperate and 
collaborate, US security interests will be advanced:' 

Paliath said the ruc would have "state chapters across the 
country and we plan to announce the chairmen of those 
state chapters soon." 

He said the VIrginia chapter had already elected Dr 
Kamlesh Dave, a cardiologist from Richmond, as its chair­
man; Puneet Ahluwalia, an entrepreneur, is its president. 

Paliath said one of RIC's priorities would be to support 
Indian-American Republican candidates who run for polit­
ical office. "We have not limited RIC's involvement to a par­
ticular level, but we are aware of the 2010 Congressional 
elections;' he said, adding that it expected to be active on the 
federal level, and in states where it establishes chapters. 

voice in support of lower taxes, streamlined 
regul~tion, a:1d accelerated exports:' 

Pahath saId the ruc would not compete 
"with the more than decade-old Indian 

American Republican Council but complement it. He said 
the IARC is a 501 c3 non-profit organization under the 
Internal Revenue Service Code, while the RIC is a 527 
organization, which can raise funds for political activities 
and lobbying. 

The lARC was founded by Republican party stalwart Dr 
Raghavendra Vijayanagar, who held the helm for nearly a 
decade before the reins were handed to the second genera­
tion last year, with Dino Teppara, former chief of staff to 
Congressman Joe Wilson, the South Carolina Republican, 
taking over its steward'lhip. Teppara had support from other 
second-generation Indian-American Republicans such as 
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:>etween through 2009, including $127,400 from A C Zuckerman Koss has concluded that its previously issued financial 
Jewelers; $670,000 from Au Courant, women's clothing statements at least since the end of its 2005 fiscal year 

that the store; $40,000 from Holzman's Furs, a luxury fur retailer; should no longer be relied upon and that it plans to restate 
investi­ $255,000 from Karat 22 Jewelers and $83,700 from its financial statements for at least the last three fiscal years 
lchdeva, Cranston, a store specializing in fine home decor. She lived as further investigation indicates. 
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rining counts include the 
s against Mann and his 
"eta Mann, 48. 
"unts charge Mann with 

98 grenades and two 
lat were not registered; 

possessing a machine 
lann is charged individu­
mng a false declaration 
ral grand jury. 
, registered arms dealer, 
ed March 4, 2009, after 
ents searched his home 
. a cache of unregistered 
'enades and guns. 
rch was conducted after 
rks employees found 98 
buried about 875 feet 

ln'S house in the woods. 
onry ranged from M-16s 

to a tripod-mounted .50-caliber 
sniper weapon. 

The grenades are designed for fir­
ing from military rifles equipped 
,vith launchers, and Mann legally 
owned two launchers. However, 
possession of the high-explosive 
rounds is illegal. Agents also found 
an estimated 500,000 rounds of 
small arms ammunition. 

The prosecution claimed that his 
father Colonel Kuldip Singh Mann 
is an international arms dealer, 
which the defense attorney Blake 
Hendrix questioned. 

A spokesman for the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms said 
the testimony was based on 
hearsay. "It is not illegal to keep 
grenades or machine guns in the 
US. But they should be registered 
with the authorities;' he said. 

He also said Mann was not selling 
. the arms, but only kept them. 
Agents also found $48,000 in cash 
at his home. Mann made about 60 
trips in and out of the country over 
a two-year period, officials said. His 
father made 160 trips across the US 
border in the last two years, they 
alleged. 

Mann is an internal medicine 
specialist. Investigations by the 
state health department concluded 
that at least 16 of Mann's patients 
died of drug overdoses in the last 
decade. 

But Mann said earlier that blam­
ing the physicians for what the 
patients chose to do is wrong. His 
father, brother and sister-in-law 
used to live at his house. He has 
three children, who are college stu­
dents. If convicted in the bomb 
attack case, Mann faces life impris­
onment. Other charges carry long 
prison terms and fines. Sue Mann 
faces up to five years' imprisonment 
and a $250,000. The trial is slated 
to begin March 15. 

Indian-American Republicans 
form fundraising body 
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Suhail Khan and Ajay 
Kuntamukkala, who both 
served in the George W Bush 
administration. 

He explained that the RIC 
came to be formed by "just a 
realization that now's an oppor­
tune time to be involved. A lot of 
folks we've been talking to have 
been conservatives and they 
haven't been hurt by the econo­
my. So they still have disposable 
income that they are willing to 
put into the political process;' 
Paliath said, adding that the RIC was trying to help in 
fundraising. 

Acknowledging that the RIC would support people like 
South Carolina legislators Nikki Randhawa Haley, who is 
seeking the GOP nomination for state govcrnor, Paliath said 
the RIC would not restrict itself to the state and federal level. 

Paliath said the RIC was not a reaction to the new IALI 
PAC, and claimed the RIC was in the works before the IALI 
announced it was forming a PAC. He added that now the 
IALI's PAC was further along and the RIC was still being built 
up. 

In 2007, Paliath, who now runs his private law practice, ran 
for the state legislature from Maryland's District 42 and after 
winning the primary, lost in the general election to Democrat 
Steve Lafferty by 1,000 votes. 

He said he could consider another run this year and point­
ed out that "the filing deadline is not till July, so there's still 
time:' He said he would run if open seats result from pcople 
moving to other positions. 

Meanwhile, as one of its first interactions, the RIC joined 
with The Indus Entrepreneurs DC Chapter last week to host 
a luncheon for Virginia's Governor-elect, Republican Bob 
McDonnell. 

Dave, one of the co-hosts, said, "Education is the utmost 
priority to the Indian American and entrepreneurial mental­
ity ofthe Indian community; making it the perfect match 'With 
the governor-elect." 


